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We hear the alarm of the drum, we taste the scent of the fray, 
And ages of evolution cannot keep the hrute at bay ; 
Forge engines of foul destruction, to torture, mangle and kill, 
From low-browed black or alien, of blood we will have our fill. 

Let us rule dependent races, the privilege is ours; 
With African and Indian we' ve proved our latent powers ; 
They cry to us for tutelage — to us who are freemen all, 
Whom neither passion nor party can hold as slaves in thrall. 

Armed with a sense of mightiness to conquer all the earth, 
We will war upon a coward brood wherever it has birth ; 
Why should we halt at oceans ? There are lands beyond the 

sea 
Rich with untold concessions to reward each victory. 



Thy Kingdom Come. 

BY EMMA PLAYTER SEABUBY. 

Oh, when will bells ring out the glorious chime 
Of "peace, goodwill," in spite of gold and pelf, 

And angels usher in the Christmas time, 
When love for others has supplanted self ? 

When Mammon cannot crush by brutal greed, 
When Christ is in His church, revived again, 

When right is might, and angels chant the creed 
Of love and peace and justice to all men? 



The Abiding Kingdom and the Means 
by which it is to be Promoted. 

BY EEV. JAMES L. BARTON, D.D. 

A Paper read at the Annual Meeting of the American Board at 
Grinnell, la., October 11, 1904. 

In secular history men have always associated the idea 
of conquest with the use of force. We commonly speak 
of the victorious nations as the strong nations. It has 
been the general belief that physical energy is all that is 
required for national supremacy. Whenever a weaker 
nation or people has been overcome or crushed by supe- 
rior physical force, it has been thought to be conquered. 
This belief is not confined to the periods of ancient 
history, but forms a large part of our thinking to-day. 
We count national strength by the exhibit a nation can 
make of ability to mobilize and employ physical force. 
In the language of the day, a nation is conquered when 
it is compelled to yield its national independence. This 
is the standard of brutes dealing with brutes, which is 
commonly accepted as the standard for men dealing with 
men. 

The events of the last five years, and especially of the 
last few months, which have so vividly exhibited to the 
world the display of national force in an attempt to 
secure supremacy, compel sober consideration of this 
subject upon the part of those who believe in the final 
success of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, and especially 
of an organization like this, which is committed to the 
effort to make that kingdom speedily triumphant. If 
victory over men is won by force, then we make a mis- 
take in not propagating missions with armies and navies; 
if, on the other hand, it is not won by physical force, 
then national conquests are not genuine victories. The 
law of the conquest of animals is not the law of the con - 
quest of men. 



For the best understanding of our theme, we need to 
be more explicit and concrete. We will therefore con- 
sider and illustrate this part of the subject under the 
declarations that : 

I. Physical force does not conquer the spirit of men 
and so does not conquer men. This statement is con- 
firmed by two potent facts. 

1. It is historically true that no race or people has 
been conquered by force alone. 

The children of Israel were never conquered by the 
Egyptian kings ; oppressed, enslaved, crushed by the heavy 
hand of Egyptian bondage, they were, after man y genera- 
tions, as unconquered as when they came later into their 
inheritance in the promised land. Alexander and Darius 
the Great actually conquered nothing, any more than the 
sea is conquered when the force of attraction drives 
back its tides, or the sun is conquered when the clouds 
shut away its rays from the earth. Napoleon gained 
no permanent victory over men. He intimidated them 
by the rapidity and force of his blows, and crushed 
them by the onward march of his brutal tread, but not 
a genuine victory marked his entire career. The Jews 
are not a conquered people. For eighty generations 
crushed and scattered by the superior strength of every 
nation, with which they have had to deal, they are 
politically as helpless as slaves. But by this long 
period of race oppression and even persecution, the 
Jews are not conquered in spirit or subdued in their 
pride of race. They submit to the power of physical 
force, but yield nothing of that which identifies their 
racial existence. Armenia and Syria are not conquered 
by Turkey ; and while Poland bows under the iron hand 
of Russia, the true Poland is unmastered. South Africa 
recognizes England as superior in war, while India yields 
in silence to the power of the Emperor-King; yet the 
Boer in his inner life is unaltered by the conflict, and the 
Mohammedans and Hindus of India are as unshaped and 
unmoved by the wlfite race from beyond the seas as are 
the eternal heights of their own' ice-bound Himalayas. 
The Philippines, while forcibly under the government 
of our own country, are not and cannot be changed by 
our military or civil power ; and in the conflict that is 
now waging between Japan and Russia, neither nation 
can be conquered by the armies of the other. The Jap- 
anese under Russian military control would be Japanese, 
with every race instinct and characteristic alert, and 
Russia swayed by Japan would not make the Russian 
less a Slav. 

2. The sway of physical force over an unwilling 
people has always been temporary. 

Whenever and wherever a nation has relied upon 
physical force alone, it has seen its power waver and ulti- 
mately disappear. Some of the illustrations already 
given are to the point. History would seem to demon- 
strate that men and races cannot be permanently directed 
and controlled by force, as brutes are mastered and made 
to obey. The human intelligence, the love of liberty, 
the dominating power of religious beliefs and practices, 
and a hundred other characteristics of humanity, combine 
to loosen the grasp of the would-be conqueror. The 
savages of the north overran and subdued the civilization 
of southern Europe, yet after a time brute force gave 
way and civilization and religion triumphed. The Nor- 
mans thought they had crushed forever the Anglo-Saxons 
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with the galling yoke of servitude, but the Saxon spirit 
rose from the dungeon of its seeming oppression and 
triumphed.' The Moors "conquered" Spain for seven 
centuries, but we now read the story of that victory only 
in the crumbling relics of their architecture. The Portu- 
guese thought they had subdued Ceylon, but to-day the 
most abject and poverty-stricken people in the entire 
island are the descendants of those . conquerors. The 
Turk by force of arms made himself master of vast 
territories, and, so far as human judgment could decide, 
his power was absolute. But one by one, state and prov- 
ince and race have slipped from his grasp, and he is 
helpless to prevent it. The English in South Africa, as 
well as in India, are increasingly conscious of the fact 
that a hold upon the native peoples in those countries 
that is based upon physical force alone is necessarily 
temporary. History demonstrates beyond the possibility 
of a doubt that one nation cannot subdue and perma- 
nently hold sway over another nation, or one race per- 
manently dominate another race by the power of physical 
force. Men are created with a nature and temperament 
that refuse to submit permanently to the domination of 
brute force. There is a spirit in men of all colors and 
races that thinks for itself, that loves independence, that 
craves liberty, that rebels at oppression, that believes in 
a power that is above, and that is superior to the force 
of arms or the strength of tyrants. This spirit cannot 
be crushed by oppression, or permanently dominated by 
force. It may lie dormant and apparently submissive for 
generations, but its existence continues and will ulti- 
mately declare itself in a physical revolution, or by a 
process of evolution that is even more complete. Such 
inevitable revolution or evolution has its origin, not in 
physical force, but in the beliefs and in the intellects of 
men. This brings us to the second division of our theme. 

II. Religion and religious beliefs are the dominating 
forces in the life and history of races. 

The history £>f no race or people can be studied intel- 
ligently and its story written without a thorough under- 
standing of its religions. No matter how well developed 
a religion is or how crude it may be, it is the dominating 
force in the life of the race that believes and practices it. 
A race may be enslaved and broken by the most heart- 
less cruelty, but so long as its religious beliefs remain the 
same, it is a race unconquered. The American Indian 
can be nothing but the savage that he was until he 
accepts and practices a better religion. Armenia and 
Syria, Bulgaria and Servia have never been and cannot 
become an integral and homogeneous part of the Turkish 
empire so long as the only hold upon them is the power 
of force. The moment they should give up their relig- 
ious belief, and accept and practice the faith of their 
oppressors, all would have been yielded and every race 
distinction soon disappear. Russia believes this, and uses 
every means in her power to force the Armenians, Finns, 
Poles, and all races upon which she has put her yoke, to 
abandon the faith of their ancestors and become one in 
religion with the governing power. The native rulers of 
India understood well this fundamental truth, and de- 
manded from England a pledge that her people should 
not be interfered with in the practices of their religions. 
It is essential that we follow this theme further, and ask 
for clearer evidence to show the controlling and directing 



power of religion. This evidence unmistakably appears 
in the fact set forth under the four following heads : 

1. The only permanent racial conquests have been 
made in the domain of religion. 

Spain conquered her dependencies by making their 
subjects one with herself in religious belief. She made 
the fatal mistake of enforcing religious changes and in 
using ecclesiastical authority for purposes of oppression. 
Mohammed gave the choice to those he subdued to accept 
Islam, pay an annual tribute, or perish by the sword. 
Those who chose to retain their religion have been an 
endless source of trouble to the Mohammedan rule, while 
those who accepted Islam are to-day the rulers. Ceylon, 
Burma, China, Korea, and Japan were in a true sense 
conquered by Buddhism, since the oneness of belief in a 
marvelous way has broken down separating barriers. 
The only part of India that has ever been actually con- 
quered by an alien race is that in which dwell 70,000,000 
Mohammedans whose hearts beat loyal to the Sultan of 
Turkey, the religious head of the Mohammedan world. 
This same conquering religious energy exercises to-day in 
Africa more vital influences than that exerted by all the 
physical forces of the combined powers of Europe. 
Japan has never been conquered except by the religion 
of the Buddha and the ethical teachings of Confucius, 
and to these she yielded, and by these she has been 
moulded. And so, whichever way we turn, we find that 
the only instances in history where one race has secured 
and held a dominating influence over another and an 
alien people, have been where this victory was obtained 
in the domain of religion. 

2. Only upon a common religious basis has there been 
and can there be true affinity and cooperation between 
races. 

If, as has been demonstrated, religion is the dominat- 
ing force in the life and practice of every race and 
nation, it hardly requires discussion to make clear that 
races with different religions have ever been and must 
necessarily be brought into constant controversy because 
of conflicting beliefs and practices. Every record of the 
history of the different races in the earlier days, even 
down to recent times, demonstrates this fact. It does 
not follow that races of the same religions will always 
be in harmony, but it is true that races of diverse re- 
ligions are invariably in conflict. This does not inevit- 
ably grow out of religious hatred, but out of fundamental 
misunderstandings, and different standards of right and 
privilege and practice. When these standards are made 
the same for different races, there is established a com- 
mon basis for cooperation and even for friendship. 

3. Religion only furnishes the great motive for inter- 
racial and international assemblies. 

The great international conventions of the world have 
all been religious. At Mecca, the Mohammedans from 
China, from India, from Egypt, from Africa, from Kur- 
distan, from Asia Minor, from Macedonia, and Persia, 
all meet under the impulses of a common faith, and in 
the practice of a common religion upon a common plat- 
form. There is no question as to color, race, nationality, 
or government ; every member of the worshiping multi- 
tudes is a believer in Mohammed and a professor of 
Islam, and as such they drink from the well of Moham- 
med, kiss the sacred stone, and return as a united people 
to continue the practice of their common faith. At the 
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shrine of Buddha in Kandy, Ceylon, appear the faithful 
worshipers from Japan, and China, and Burma, and 
other countries, every one receiving a hearty welcome, 
and all bound together by a reverence for a single relic 
of the founder of their common faith. Strife, jealousies, 
race hatreds — all are gone ; and widely scattered peoples 
meet before a single shrine to honor together the founder 
of their common faith. 

All of the great festivals or conventions of India are 
religious. The Hindus from the mountains of the north 
assemble with their co-religionists from the Deccan, from 
Bengal, and from the plains of the south — a mighty 
throng of repellent castes and races multitudinous, all 
moved by a single impulse that has its source in a 
common faith. Nothing but unity in belief and worship 
could assemble these great masses of diverse humanity 
and hold them together in harmony. The basis of their 
meeting is purely and only religious. 

We see the same fact illustrated in Christian lands. 
As we glance over the history of the past half century 
and attempt to tabulate the great international assemblies 
of Europe or America, we see at once that they have 
been Christian gatherings. The great student federa- 
tions, the Young Men's Christian Association interna- 
tional meetings, the Young People's Society of Christian 
Endeavor assemblies, the more recent Ecumenical Con- 
ference held in New York, and many others in the line 
of international denominational conventions, all tell the 
one story of the power of Christianity to bridge over the 
gulf that separates race from race and nation from 
nation, and to gather all into a great fraternity which 
brings men together in the common interests of a 
common faith and practice. 

4. Religion, through international and interracial 
assemblies, has exercised a preeminent unifying force. 

This statement requires little demonstration. Through 
Mecca, the religious centre of the Mohammedan world, 
Mohammedanism has been solidified and united. With- 
out it, disintegration must invariably enter. Every 
great religion has provided for some form of general 
meeting, made possible only through the fact of a com- 
mon faith ; by this fraternity and cooperation have been 
fostered. All of the great international gatherings of 
all kinds and of every nature during the last century 
have been Christian assemblies, which have done more 
to cement together the countries of Europe and America 
than all other forces combined. In these religious as- 
semblies, secular rivalries disappear, jealousies are 
buried, and a common faith and worship, with common 
problems, purposes and tasks, have bound with bands of 
steel these countries and nations together. It is through 
the spirit and fraternity of such gatherings, composed as 
they are of some of the clearest thinkers and most 
trained statesmen, that sentiments are created and prom- 
ulgated which render war between these nations impos- 
sible, and which force their political and international 
relations into lines of loftiest disinterested statesmanship. 
It is through acquaintanceship thus formed that altruism 
is finding a place in international affairs, and the good 
of all comes to be regarded as preferable to the gratifica- 
tion of the selfish will of one. 

We have considered patent facts in the life of nations 
and races which make clear some of the laws that gov- 
ern human relations. These laws cannot fail to be 



manifest even to one who does not believe in Christian- 
ity, or who, professing belief in Jesus Christ, denies the 
duty of world evangelization. It is certainly capable of 
distinct demonstration that the fundamental and domi- 
nating force in human life, whether we consider the life 
of the individual or of the race, is the force inherent in 
and emanating from religious beliefs and practices. 

A crude belief, based largely upon superstition and 
nurtured by ignorance, is not less a force, but it is neces- 
sarily irregular, unreliable, perilous, producing results 
that stamp with evil the life and characters of those who 
entertain it. The most refined, elevating and enlight- 
ened religions have always produced the most refined, 
elevated and enlightened races and nations. 

We, as Christians, have been intrusted with the exten- 
sion of the religion of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world. For the present, passing over the power of this 
religion to transform and save the individual, we take 
note that no other religion has ever manifested such 
power in exalting, ennobling, enlightening and purifying 
the life and practice of races and nations. Other relig- 
ions have changed national life, Christianity has created 
and gloriied it. Other religions have taught men that 
sacrifice for some others may be good and that integrity 
is better than falsehood ; Christianity demands sacrifice 
for all men as the foundation of its creed, and absolute 
righteousness as the law of its life. 

We are directed to make this religion victorious 
through< ut the world. The fundamental conception of 
our faith is conquest. Christianity must be a victorious 
religion or it must be abandoned. It must conquer or 
disappear. Its founder, Christ, must reign supreme or 
pass into oblivion. It not only must win the individuals 
of all races, but it is equally bound to put the impress of 
its purity, integrity and righteousness upon every race, 
and transform the national life of the world by its benign 
sway. While these laws of religious supremacy have 
been shown to dominate the life of nations and races, 
revelation makes clear that they also are the laws by 
which God and Jesus Christ prepared the program of 
the kingdom. Elijah learned that victory was to come 
not through earthquake, fire, or tempest, but, as the 
revised margin reads, "through the sound of gentle 
stillness." Jesus Christ declared that those who rely 
upon the sword must ultimately perish by their own 
instrument. Paul says, "The weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh." St. John the apostle declared, 
" Whatsoever is begotten of God overcometh the world : 
and this is the victory that overcometh the world." 

The records of divine revelation are filled with declara- 
tions setting forth the fundamental truths governing per- 
manent victory in the world. In no place, either by 
example or precept, is it maintained that true and lasting 
supremacy, individual or national, can be secured by 
physical force. The devout student of the Word of God 
is taught everywhere that he who would triumph must 
seek success only in a spirit of meekness, of devotion, 
and of intelligent faith and practice. 

The task set for the church of Jesus Christ to accom- 
plish is, therefore : 

1. To so present the gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
intelligence of the men of all races that they shall will- 
ingly abandon what is evil in their ancestral religion, and 
receive in the place of what they renounce that which 
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has never failed to satisfy the religious cravings and to 
meet the religious requirements of all men. 

2. To bring Christianity so to bear upon the national 
life of the world that all nations shall become dominated 
by its pure and exalted principles. The Asiatics and 
Americans, the Europeans and the inhabitants of the 
Islands of the Seas, while widely differing in the external 
characteristics, are to be bound together by a common 
faith into a fraternity of interest. This does not mean, 
and can never mean, the overthrow of any nation or the 
control of any people by external force. That would not 
be Christianity. But it does mean the introduction into 
the life of the East of the principles lived and taught by 
Jesus Christ, producing changes eagerly sought and 
welcomed by the people themselves. 

3. To introduce into the society of Asia, and what- 
ever society is licentious, cruel and false, the dominating 
principles of our own faith, that through the acceptance 
of this masterful religion that society may be redeemed. 

4. To crush out and banish forever from the earth the 
petty race jealousies, rivalries, and hatreds, and to bring 
men of all colors and temperaments into the great fra- 
ternity of those who worship one God and Father, and 
who recognize Jesus Christ as a common Saviour and 
Lord . 

5. To let the radiance of Christian enlightenment 
shine into souls dwelling in the darkness of ignorance, 
and to arouse entire races whose religion has never 
urged to genuine thinking, or, it may be, never permitted 
intellectual development. 

6. To bring the influence of our religion of peace 
and righteousness so to bear upon the life of the world 
that international relations shall shape themselves ac- 
cording to Christian principles, making national strife 
and national wars impossible. Under these conditions, 
all great international assemblies will become peace con- 
ferences. The peace of the world will thus be maintained, 
not by expensive and death-dealing navies, but by the 
general consciousness of a common brotherhood, and a 
belief that all men are but the children of a common father. 

We are in a struggle for a complete victory, not 
political or temporal, but religious and eternal. We are 
attempting to establish a kingdom, not of physical 
supremacy and power, but of intelligence, justice, love 
and righteousness. Our weapons are not armies and 
navies, but intelligent belief, correct thinking, righteous 
actions, worthy aspirations, integrity of heart and the 
Spirit of God. Our citadels are not protected by deadly 
artillery, but they are the Christian school culminating 
in the college and theological seminary, the press, the 
hospital, the Christian home, sober, industrious society, 
and the church of Jesus Christ. 

In a word, we are engaged in the largest and most 
important enterprise permitted to men. Christian mis- 
sions contemplate nothing less and can halt at nothing 
short of the intellectual, social, moral and religious con- 
quest of every race and nation on earth. Ihe means at 
our disposal, namely, the pure and undefiled religion of 
Jesus Christ, is the most mighty permanent force operat- 
ing in the world. The hold upon individuals and races 
is a hold that can never be broken except by the su- 
premacy of a stronger faith. The campaign can never 
falter until Christianity has ceased to exercise its power. 
It can never fail so long as God be God. 



The Absurdities of Militarism.* 

BY ERNEST H. CEOSISY. 

I am not sure that the best way to attack the strong- 
hold of militarism is to besiege it in form according to 
the accepted rules of warfare, to bombard it with solemn 
arguments, to invest it with a complete network of sta- 
tistics, to undermine it with wisdom and common sense. 
People who have a weakness for soldiering are impreg- 
nable to such tactics. The hosts of Israel, we are told, 
reduced the walls of Jericho with a trumpet-blast, and 
perhaps a hearty peal of laughter might have a similar 
effect. upon the citadel of military superstition. For 
militarism bristles with mirth-provoking absurdities, — 
so much so, indeed, that I sometimes wonder if there 
is anything else to it. 

Picture to yourself, if you can, a village in which each 
householder spends the greater part of his time in forti- 
fying his home. He keeps a keen lookout at the window, 
and every time he sees his next-door neighbor come in 
with a new blunderbuss, he rushes off to invest in 
another catapult for himself. Twice a day he drills his 
children and makes them shoot at a mark in the back 
yard, and all night long they carefully patrol the garden 
fence. Every cent that can be scraped together is spent 
on powder and dynamite, and most of the inhabitants in 
consequence are forced to go about half-fed and in rags. 
There is only one flourishing man in the place, and that 
is the gunsmith. Meanwhile, strange to say, these people 
never dare to fight each other, but act toward their 
neighbors with the most punctilious politeness, bowing 
almost to the ground as they pass in the street, and 
addressing each other as if they were the best of friends, 
although their pockets are bulging with small artillery. 
For over thirty long years there has not been a fight in 
the place, except one insignificant row in a corner of the 
village in which two small boys were the belligerents. 

Would not this be a good subject for an opera by 
Gilbert and Sullivan ? Even in Kentucky such a comic 
piece would bring down the house. It is impossible, we 
all should say, that men could be such fools. Yet this is 
precisely the condition of armed Europe to-day. To this 
pass has the wisdom of rulers and diplomats brought the 
great powers of Christendom ! Is this really history or 
is it opera bouffe ? 

But let us return to our village for a moment. One 
of the starving householders at last suggests, very mod- 
estly and tentatively, that it might be a good plan to 
have a conference to consider how they may spare them- 
selves the necessity of spending every penny of income 
on bludgeons and shillalahs. The meeting is convened 
under safe-conducts in a room bristling with bayonets 
and smelling of powder. Each of the parties comes in 
toying with the hair trigger of the revolver in his hip- 
pocket, and the sound of drilling, of drum and fife, is 
borne in on the summer air. Can these gentlemen, thus 
coming together, look each other in the eye with a 
straight face ? Ordinary, everyday people, like you and 
me, could not. But statesmen and diplomats, courtiers 
and generals, find nothing unusual in it. It is a part of 
their business. But it seems to me that if they had not 
been blinded by the atmosphere of make-believe in which 
they live, they would have shaken down the whole 

* Reprinted by request. 



